Loading Data from Dairy Comp or Scout backups

Loading from a DC or Scout cowfile (Absorb)

1.
xe "Clients"Initial CREATE, then ABSORBxe "ABSORB"
If you have never worked with the farm before, you will need to first create a new cowfile.  To do this, begin in your Basis cowfile.

· From the pull-down menus, select File > Logon to other Herd, and then select your Basis.

· From the pull-down menus, select Data > Create empty cowfile.
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· Name the file and click OK.

· When asked “Are you in your basis cowfile?” click Yes. Proceed to step #2.
2. 
Monthly Updates, ABSORB onlyxe "Monthly Updates"
If you have already worked with the herd (ie: “Created a cowfile”), then Logon to this cowfile.

· From the pull-down menus, select Data > ABSORBxe "ABSORB" into existing > Initial herd absorbxe "ABSORB".

· Browse your computer for where the file is saved (most likely your USB pen drive) and click Open.
Matching Events
The first time you ABSORB a backup, it is likely the process will stall several times to ask about matching events from the incoming cowfile to an event in the newly created cowfile. You have several options. It is recommended you first try to match any incoming events that may be under a slightly different event name in the destination cowfile. For example : MlkF might be the incoming abbreviation for Milk Fever while MF is the abbreviation for the destination event. If a matching opportunity does not exist, you can add the event to your cowfile or ignore it. 
Troubleshooting – most often needed for bad floppy disks

It is rare that you would have a bad backup using a pen drive. However, if you are trying to absorb from a floppy disk, reformatting may help.xe "Troubleshooting:Loading on farm" From the Windows desktop, go to My Computer and right-click on the 3-½ floppy drive.

· Choose Format, and then click Full, and Start.

· Make another backup from the farmer’s computer.

If the problem still occurs, try the following:

· Make a backup on a different floppy disk.

· If the dairy has internet capabilities, try asking them to e-mail the cowfile to you.

· If the problem persists, either you or the dairy may have a floppy drive that needs to be cleaned or changed.
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